
 
 

                                                                     Forward Fergus Falls  
All Stewards Meeting Notes 

August 4, 2017 
 
 

In attendance: Shawna Shale, Andrew Bremseth, Lisa Workman, Rick Schara, Amy Baldwin, Ryan 
Miller, Donna Reinertson, Mary Matteson, Jerry Covington, Jerry Ness 

 
Amy Baldwin opened the meeting by asking for everyone to introduce themselves. 

 
1. Aquatic Feasibility Study 

 
Two dates have been set for public feedback and interaction.  
 
Thursday, August 24 at Movies in the Park 
Saturday, August 26 at the Farmers Market 
 
Concepts of a potential aquatic facility will be on display at the events. The concepts were created based 
on community feedback received from the aquatic survey. 

 
2. Community Updates 

 
Aqua Chautauqua 
Shawna Shale mentioned that Aqua Chautauqua will be held on August 12. Volunteers are needed for 
two shifts, 8-9 am and 4-5 pm. Cooper’s Office Supply will be giving away a kayak through a raffle at 
the event. 
 
Summerfest 
Andrew Bremseth met with the Summerfest Committee, who has asked for the City to consider 
monetary or labor donations for the event. The committee noted a loss of volunteers and donations 
recently. Bremseth asked if Forward Fergus Falls could provide expertise to the Summerfest Committee 
on ways to reenergize the festival. 

 
After some discussion on Summerfest, an invitation of the Summerfest Committee to a future Forward 
Fergus Falls meeting was determined to be the next appropriate step. A similar discussion that led Crazy 
Days’ transition to Shop Move ‘n Groove could take place. 

 
School District Update 
Jerry Ness mentioned that there are 55 new staff members this year including teachers, para 
professionals, and custodial staff. Total employment is near 450. 
 
The school is hosting a Google Summit on August 9. Fall sports begin on August 14. Otter Pride night 
will be held on September 8. Homecoming will be a little different this year. The bigger event will be 
held on Saturday October 7 this year to add to the Friday October 6 homecoming game against Pequot 
Lakes. 
 
Long term facility planning is a subject of discussion. A new space could possibility be needed within 
five years. A committee is being formed to do a space feasibility study. All spaces, grades, and 
enrollment needs will be looked at. Adams and McKinley are good buildings that are getting upgrades 
to convert into 20 year facilities. 
 
A tour of Fergus Falls for new teachers will be held. Locations are needed for a meet and greet 
downtown.  



 
 

Community Education Update 
Mary Matteson mentioned that R U New Here will be held on September 18. The 2017 Career Expo 
will be held October 12. 

 
 Fergus Falls Area Entrepreneurs & Creators 

Jerry Covington mentioned that the next meet up will be held on August 28. 
  
Rick Schara 
A new melodrama series at Elmer’s Texas BBQ will start today, August 4. 
 
Chamber of Commerce Update 
Lisa Workman passed around a Chamber events flyer. The next YPN Off the Clock event will be held 
on August 10 at Socials Bar & Grill.  The next Knowledge at Noon event will be held on August 16 at 
Cooper’s Office Supply. This year’s Chamber golf scramble will be held on August 12. 
  
Workman mentioned that the Chamber is officially starting their building plan for an expansion of the 
Chamber building. The Chamber will likely need to raise around $300,000 for the project.  
 
Wright Park Redesign Feedback Session  
Ryan Miller mentioned that the next meeting for the Wright Park Redesign project will be held on 
August 10. 

 
3. August Kick-Off Event 

 
“Planning for the Future” – August 15, 7:00 – 9:00 AM at M State Legacy Hall 

 
Three Blandin staff members will be there to help facilitate a discussion around feedback from the 
Dream Board at Shop Move n Groove along with a workshop type interactive session to help guide 
future goals for Forward Fergus Falls. 
 
Volunteers are needed for the day of the event. 

 
4. Childcare  
 

Baldwin recapped recent discussion on childcare efforts in Fergus falls. Three broad areas that will be 
looked at more closely in the future include: 

 
 1 – Educating current and prospective providers on the challenges they face 
 2 – Looking at Children’s Corner as an existing asset 
 3 – Policy perspective 
 

5. Other 
Mary Matteson mentioned that a group who does taxes for free at the Westridge Mall was notified that 
the mall will no longer host events and that the mall office will be closing. The group providing free tax 
services will now need a new space to operate.  
 
Next Meeting – September 8, 2017, 12:00 PM at Cooper’s Office Supply 


