
 

 

                                                                      
Forward Fergus Falls  

All Stewards Meeting Notes 

June 2, 2017 

 

 

1. Welcome 

 

A round of introductions was made. 

 

In attendance: 

Jean Bowman, Shawna Shale, Andrew Bremseth, Anthony Hicks, Missy Hermes, Dennis Lipp, Megan 

Shubitz, Ryan Miller, Amy Baldwin, Theresa Lee, Angela Fiedler, Joyce Lacey, Lauren Carlson, Rod 

Spidahl 

 

2. August Kick-off Event 

 

a. Confirm Date 

 

The proposed event date is August 15, 7:30 – 9:30 AM. Dennis Lipp has been working with 

Blandin to provide a facilitator for the event. The facilitator would lead a discussion around the 

results of the Shop, Move ‘n Groove activity. M State Legacy Hall is available that morning. 

Final confirmation of the date will take place once confirmation on the facilitator is received. 

 

b. Confirm Planning Committee 

 

Joyce Lacey has volunteered to help with planning the event. Other volunteers are needed to 

assist with food planning, room preparation/set-up, promotion, etc. Missy, Shawna, Dennis and 

Theresa volunteered to help. Angela and Megan are available to help the day of. Joyce 

mentioned that Coca-Cola has agreed to provide beverages. 

 

3. Shop, Move n’ Groove Activity 

 

The Shop, Move ‘n Groove activity will include a “dream board,” a cork board with index cards on 

which participants can describe their dream for Fergus Falls. There may also be a secondary component 

with volunteers taking video of participants discussing their dream for Fergus Falls. Student volunteers 

are being sought for this component. 

 

Overall, Shop, Move ‘n Groove planning is coming along with participant, activity, and sponsor 

confirmations coming in. Early planning work for the Blue Cross Blue Shield active places projects is 

taking place. A Community Advisory Committee meeting will be held soon to help coordinate those 

active places demonstration projects. The activities will be centered around the Senior Center.  

 

4. Aquatic Feasibility Study 

 

The committee has met and developed a survey, which is on the City’s website and has been taken over 

1,300 times thus far. The survey asks where participants live, what type of facilities they might use and 

whether or not they would support funding for a project. Consultants have started the process of site 

evaluations. Focus on the study has been on recreational facilities. 

 

The group discussed the location identification process. The focus of the study thus far has been less 

about specific sites and more about community wants and potential support before more detailed site 

analyses takes place. The study will only identify what is feasible. 



 

 

 

5. Community Updates 

 

Fergus Falls Public Library – a flyer on summer activities was handed out. Activities this summer 

include story walks, a bike mobile, and more. The tax bill that includes approval of the half-cent local 

option sales tax was signed by the Governor and a final approval will be on the June 5 City Council 

agenda. A temporary location has been identified as the Heritage Building, on the corner of Pebble Lake 

Rd. and Hwy 210. 

 

The City of Fergus Falls will see an increase in Local Government Aid from the State of Minnesota. 

Census estimates for the City are closing in on 14,000. This year’s industrial permit values are double 

last year’s pace. 

 

The City is partnering with Gate City Bank on a housing rehab program that will offer low interest loans 

for home repairs on qualify homes. 

 

Relay for Life is still in need of silent auction items for their August 15 event and event planners are 

selling luminaries as tributes to anyone that has passed away from cancer. 

 

Bike MS Tram will be in Fergus Falls three days this year from July 21 – 23. Seven hundred bicyclists 

are expected. Megan Shubitz is the volunteer coordinator.  

 

Swimming lessons and tee ball are starting soon at the YMCA. 

 

A Fergus Falls downtown walking tour will be held June 9 at 1:30 PM with a mystery tour also held at 

8:00 PM. On June 21 there will be a Cyclone waking tour. 

 

Springboard for the Arts is hosting an event in Morris next week. 

 

AAUW is in need of help finding two more houses for the tour of homes. The tour is November 4. 

 

An open house for Otter Tail Power Company’s hydroelectric relicensing process will be held June 5, 

3:30 – 6:30 PM. 

 

 A small group from the Blandin cohort is planning a community discussion event on diversity.  

 

 Lion King Jr. will soon be on set at A Center for the Arts. 

 

The Fergus Falls Young Professionals network will be hosting a social at Mable Murphy’s, June 8, 5:30 

– 7:30 and a Knowledge @ Noon at Pebble Lake Golf Course, June 22, 12:00 – 1:00 PM. 

 

The Sod House Theatre will be offering professional acting lessons at the Bakken Building on June 14 

and 15. 

 

Summerfest will be held June 9 – June 11. 

 

Aqua Chautauqua, a new event raising awareness on the Otter Tail River watershed, will be held August 

12 from 10 AM – 4 PM.  

 

Next Meeting – July 7, 2017, 12:00 PM at Cooper’s Office Supply. 


