
 

 

                                                                      
Forward Fergus Falls  

All Stewards Meeting Notes 

May 5, 2017 

 

Attendance: 

 

Erik Anthonisen, Joyce Layce, Karen Terry, Mick Siems, Angela Fiedler, Laurie Mullen, Shawna Shale, 

Kadie Schroeder, Amy Baldwin, Marsha Erickson, Jean Bowman, Sam VanWechel, Emily Siverston, 

Sarah Casey, Ann Erhard, Ryan Miller 

 

 

1. Welcome 

 

Amy Baldwin welcomed attendees.  Everyone in attendance introduced themselves. 

 

2. Shop, Move ‘n Groove Activity 

 

An activity has been discussed for Shop, Move ‘n Groove.  The idea was first suggested at the April 

meeting.  Jean Bowman suggested that the activity could be a fact-finding mission to figure out where 

we are as a group/community.  The activity could somehow be tied to Blandin’s healthy community 

wheel.  Ryan Miller has reached out to Michele Anderson with Springboard for the Arts to see if they 

could be a partner on the activity.  Shawna Shale suggested that the Blandin Cohort should serve as the 

activity’s planning committee and should meet with Michele Anderson to discuss ideas. 

 

Shawna also discussed a scavenger hunt that will be a part of Shop, Move ‘n Groove this year.  Sam 

VanWechel described the plans for the scavenger hunt that will start at City Hall and include a circuit of 

businesses or locations where medallions will be given away.  Volunteers will be needed at various 

locations for the scavenger hunt. 

 

A request for volunteers will be sent out. 

 

Also at Shop, Move ‘n Groove this year will be demonstration projects related to the Downtown and 

Riverfront Master Plan.  A small grant from Blue Cross Blue Shield’s Active Places program was 

received to help pay for the activities. 

 

3. August Kick-off Event 

 

Dennis Lipp has been working on bringing in a speaker/facilitator for the August kick-off event.  

Volunteers are being sought to help plan the event.  Historically the event is held in the morning but 

with the move from June to August the event can be redesigned. 

 

Joyce Lacy volunteered to be involved on the August event committee and might be able to get water 

donations. 

 

4. Updates 

 

Aqua Chautauqua – Karen Terry described the event, which will focus on education, arts, science, 

recreation, and entertainment as it relates to the Otter Tail River shed.  The Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency is funding the event and the University of Minnesota Extension will host the event.  It will be 

held August 12, 2017 from 10 am – 4 pm.  Volunteers will be needed as well as marketing partners. 

 



 

 

Ann Erhard from the Bigwood Event Center announced upcoming events at the Bigwood including a 

shopping event on May 13, Mother’s Day Brunch on May 14, and a public painting event on June 6. 

 

Mick Siems stated that volunteers are needed for the Lake Region Run, which will be held June 3. 

 

Joyce Lacey mentioned that Relay for Life is looking for teams, sponsors, and donations for a silent 

auction.  Joyce also mentioned that a “Boots on the Ground” event will be held in September. 

 

Erik Anthonisen discussed Paddle Fest, which will be held July 23.  The event will include paddle and 

canoe races.  Erik also mentioned that the DNR is in conversations with Otter Tail County about 

changes to Phelps Mill dam. 

 

Angela Fiedler stated that a survey for the Fergus Falls aquatic feasibility study should be coming out 

shortly. 

 

Laurie Mullen noted that Summerfest is June 9 -10.  Laurie also mentioned that there will be a 

presentation of “We Are What We’ve Built” at the Otter Tail County Historical Society May 11 at 7:00 

PM.  An Arts and Culture weekend at the RTC will be held in September.  

 

Shawna Shale mentioned that there will be a picnic fundraiser event “Made in the Shade” on 

Wednesday, May 10 from 11:30 – 1:30 to support a pergola proposed for PioneeCare Center. 

 

Jean Bowman stated that the Lake Alice 100 event on May 13 is in need of volunteers.  Jean also 

mentioned that Megan Shubitz is coordinating volunteers for this year’s TRAM event on July 21 – 23. 

 

Sam VanWechel will be coordinating volunteers for the Hoot Lake Triathlon held on July 29. 

 

 Ryan Miller provided an update on the Glacial Edge Trail Master Plan. 

 

Amy Baldwin stated that the next Downtown & Riverfront Master Plan open house will be held in 

conjunction with Shop Move n Groove and will hopefully held at the senior center.  Draft plans will be 

developed soon. 

 

Next meeting – June 2, 2017  


