
 

 

                                                                      
Forward Fergus Falls  

All Stewards Meeting Minutes 

January 6, 2017 

 

Attendance: 

David Johnson, Angela Fiedler, Greg Wagner, Rebecca Michael, Lisa Workman, Andrew Bremseth, Taylor 

Larson, Megan Shubitz, Shawna Shale, Erin Smith, Mary Matteson, Ron Spangler Jr., Natalie Knutson, 

Dale Umlauf, Rick Schara, Ryan Miller 

 

1. Welcome 

Erin Smith welcomed those in attendance, asked for everyone to introduce themselves, and the provided 

a brief background of Forward Fergus Falls for those who were attending their first meeting. 

 

2. Downtown and Riverfront Master Plan 

Andrew Bremseth announced that a Community Open House will be held for the Downtown and 

Riverfront Master Plan. The open house will be January 24, 2017 from 5:30 – 7:30 PM in City Hall 

Council Chambers. This is just one of many upcoming opportunities to provide input for the master 

plan. A project management team has been meeting periodically during the process. A flyer detailing 

the open house was passed around. 

 

3. Lead Fergus Falls 

Lisa Workman provided an update on the Blandin Community Leadership Program. Blandin is still in 

the recruiting phase for the upcoming leadership training program. A diverse candidate pool is needed in 

order to develop a balanced group for the training. Blandin likes to have twelve men and twelve women 

with half the group under 40 years of age and half over 40 years of age. The application deadline is 

January 9. 

 

The Mayor’s boards and committees proposal was presented to the City Council on January 3. 

 

The Emerging Leadership Program, a partnership between M State Fergus Falls and the Fergus Falls 

Area Chamber of Commerce, will start on Monday, January 10. The program will include having an M 

State student spend thirty-two hours in the community with a business mentor. A speed networking 

event on January 23 will help three students pick from a pool of ten business mentors. Up to thirty 

businesses showed interest in the program. 

 

4. Young Professionals Network (YPN) 

The Fergus Falls YPN is officially official. A kick-off event has been planned for January 17. 

This event will be a free and informational open house-style event. The event will be held at 

Z103 Bar & Grill with presentations made at 5:30 and 6:30. 

 

An annual YPN membership is $175. Twelve networking events and six “knowledge at noon” 

events will be planned throughout the year. YPN is looking for six annual event sponsors. 

There is no age limit, however, the target age for members is 21-40. YPN is also looking to 

attract professionals that are new to the community. 

 
5. Childcare Discussion 

Greg Wagner mentioned that West Central Initiative funded forgivable childcare loans in 2015. 

$70,000 in loans were distributed to over twenty recipients in West Central’s nine county area. 

West Central is looking for funding to recapitalize this loan program and has applied for a 

$50,000 state grant. Grant awards will be made on January 27. 

 



 

 

The 2017 Lakes Country Services Cooperative Economic Development Symposium will be 

held January 20. Childcare will be a focus at the symposium.  

 
6. General Updates/Community Events 

 

- Angela Fiedler provided an update on the aquatics facility discussion. The committee looking into a 

future aquatic facility has moved forward with doing a feasibility study and survey. The feasibility 

study will be on the Wednesday, January 11 Public Works Committee agenda. A survey will likely 

take place this coming summer based on the recommendation of the consultant. 

- Bremseth mentioned that the Business Survey is complete with 223 businesses having taken the 

survey. The results will be released at the February 23 State of the City Luncheon. 

- Workman followed up by detailing the State of the City Luncheon. The event will be held on 

Thursday, February 23, 11:00 – 1:15 at the Bigwood Event Center. Cost for attendance is $25. The 

next Chamber Café will be held January 12 at A Center for the Arts. Workman passed around a 

Chamber Calendar. 

- Mary Matteson passed around the Winter/Spring Community Ed brochure as well as a handout for 

an upcoming blood drive and free tax preparation for low and moderate income seniors. The blood 

drive will be on three days (January 11, 7:00 pm, January 12, 7:00 pm, January 13, 1:00 pm) all in 

the former Hallmark store in the Westridge Mall. Free tax preparation for low to moderate income 

seniors will be provided at the Westridge Mall on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 am - 7:30 pm 

beginning January 31. For an appointment call 218-739-3011. 

 

Next meeting – February 3, 12:00 pm, Workforce Center Conference Room 3 (125 Lincoln Ave W) 


