
 

Our Shared Destiny  -- “Fergus Falls, a beautiful river city, leads West Central Minnesota in health 
services, business growth, learning and the arts.” 
 
All Stewards Meeting – Friday—February 4th, 2011 
Forward Fergus Falls met February 4, 2011 at NOON in the Otter Tail Power Community Rooms; 
Larry Schulz facilitated the All Stewards Meeting. 

Attending:  Dan Zierden, Dawn Koennicke, Hal Leland, Harold Stanislawski, Jerry Ness, Kim Embretson, 
Larry Schulz, Laurie Mullen, Mary Matteson, Nancy Straw, Pete Piekarski, Sarah Moline, Bonnie Bell, 
Steve Rufer, Kathy Lehn, Claire Stich, Michael Walls, Erin Smith, Scott Norton, Kim Lindgren, Jess 
Steinbrenner, Lisa Workman, Ron Spangler, Tim Bosworth, Jean Bowman, Carol Juul, Wendy Erlandson, 
Sarah Moline, and Mary Robertson 

Moderator:  Larry Schulz 

Next All Stewards Meeting 

Friday, March 3rd, 2011-- @7:00 a.m. – Legacy Hall, M|State 

Rolls & Coffee Provided 

Opportunities—Business Expo—Harold S. reported that the Business Expo is scheduled for February 
23rd; this will be a good opportunity to showcase the activities of the destiny drivers.  Volunteers are 
needed to operate the booth during the hours of 1-5 p.m.   There is a 6’ table and table cloth for our 
use.  Other display items include FFF brochures, calling cards, and the large banner.  Please contact Mary 
Robertson if you could help at the Expo.   
 
All School Reunion—This is scheduled for July 15th-17th. 
 
Announcement—Larry announced Anna Wasescha is no longer the provost at the College; Carrie 
Brimhall will be the Interim Provost and take on Anna’s responsibilities. 
 
Potential Community Meeting/Celebration in June to celebrate progress made by Forward Fergus 
Falls—June 9th was the date selected to hold a community celebration; this will be an opportunity to 
highlight achievements and progress.  The group discussed venues, proposing to hold annual events, 
and once again, serving a breakfast at Legacy Hall starting at 7:30 a.m. followed by the program.  It was 
also discussed that another simple short survey might be beneficial to hear from the community their 
perspective on the effectiveness, etc. of Forward Fergus Falls. 
 
Insurance coverage issue update—there was discussion regarding whether Forward Fergus Falls 
sponsored events require liability insurance.  Lisa Workman checked with the carrier for the Chamber 
and found that unless an event was truly a Chamber sponsored event, it would likely need a separate 
policy—Lisa indicated any decisions that would involve the Chamber Insurance Policy would be a board 
decision.  Other discussion included—signed waivers are not legally binding, an individual’s private 
policy is the first line of liability, and is there really a need for insurance.  Mary Robertson will check with 
Dave Hengel of CCS and see what other communities have done. 
 



Destiny Driver updates—A complete list of the Destiny Drivers including meeting times to get involved 
is posted on our website at:  http://www.forwardfergusfalls.org.   Destiny Driver updates were reported.  
Recorded below are upcoming events or action items. 

 The Healthy Economy Group has received a $5,000 grant from the Blandin Foundation to 
promote the telework initiative.  A Telework Summit is being planned for March 16th, bringing 
in speakers from Blue Cross Blue Shield of ND, United Healthcare, Microsoft, and others.   

 The Angel Fund group met on a regular basis through December, the actions of the group are 
now more defined and limited to one on one contacts, etc.  For now there are no regular 
monthly meetings; any committee members interested in working with this Destiny Driver 
contact Nancy Straw. 

 The Cultural Diversity group is working with M|State, Hillcrest, and the FF Public Schools to 
sponsor an expansion of the Chinese New Year celebrations that have been held in the past.  
They are planning a Multi Cultural or International Day that would include other cultures with 
music, food, entertainment, etc.  The date set is March 10th, 6:30 -9:00 p.m. at M|State. 

 The Youth Summit Driver is considering conducting Youth Summits every two years and not 
annually.   They are continuing to look for opportunities to involve youth, opportunities 
mentioned --Jess Steinbrenner offered to coordinate helping with flooding issues in the county.  
Also mentioned was involvement through Noon Rotary, Interact; the contact is Keith Olson. 

 River Walk Destiny Driver group will be setting a date in May for river clean up. 

 The Active Living Driver reported that May 21st is Bike to Work Day; they are continuing to work 
on the upcoming biking event that coincides with the Tram on that date. 

 The “Being Green” Committee is working on drafting an ordinance to submit to the city 
pertaining to composting.  Plans for future “Get Schooled on Green” events are being planned 
with the possibility of conducting the next one at Cleveland School during the day for students.  
The group is also looking at revising the wording of their Destiny Driver. 

 
Economic Development Focus--There was discussion regarding the rewording of Destiny Driver #14 
which originally had language that identified with increasing tourism and promoting economic 
development.  There was discussion regarding whether an additional Destiny Driver should be added to 
address what was eliminated.   No action was taken. 
 
Mayor Request--The Mayor would like to include information to the public from Forward Fergus Falls in 
the monthly editorial in the Daily Journal.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.forwardfergusfalls.org/

